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Long, long ago,‘_" a spider called
Anansi lived in Africa. Anansi
"looked very different from the

spiders you see today. Instead
of long, thin legs, Anansi's legs
- were short and thickl -




spider. He was also always
hungry, but he was too lazy to
cook. Instead, he would visit
his friends at dinnertime, and
they would feed him.




"I'm cooking beans!" said Kima.
"They will be ready in about
half an hour.”

One day Anansi went

to Kima the monkey's

house and smelled a
 lovely dinner cooking
_ on the fire.

But Anansi could not wait.
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Anansi tied a silk thread around
one of his legs and gave the other
end to Kima.

"Pull this thread when dinner is
ready,” Anansi told Kima, and off
he went.

-




So Anansi tied a thread around
another leg and asked Swala
to pull the thread when dinner
was ready.




Once more Anansi tied a thread
around another leg and asked
Kiboko to pull it when the food
was ready to eat.

I'm cookmg ricel" said Kiboko,
‘Butlt{lsnotreadytoeatyet
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At every house Anansi visited,
he did not want to wait for his
dinner. He tied a thread around
each of his legs and asked his
friends to pull when their food
was ready to eat.
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All of a sudden, someone
pulled one of the threads
on Anansi's legs. N
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Then another friend pulled

a thread, and another! All of

Anansi's legs were being
pulled in different

directions!
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The Moral of the Story FOLK TALSS 0w A
Many traditional stories have a Whg the Spider

moral. This is a lesson you can HaS Lohg Legs
learn from the story. The moral of , African ¥
e ol 19 that T Have This book tells the story of why the spider has long legs, a

traditional African folk tale. In it, Anansi the spider learns

to work to get the things that you that you usually have to work to get the things that you want

and that it is never a good idea fo be too greedy!

want. It also warns you not to be B

9)| ROM AROUHND THE V LD -
Eash book in this beautifully illustrote,d series presents a drFfean{ folk tale from

too gl'ee@! around the world, Although the collection inchudes toles from oround the world, like
all good folk tales gach story has « maral lesson highly relevant to young readers.

About the author

Charlotte Guillain is an
experienced children’s author and
editor. She has written nearly 100
books, both fiction and nonfiction.

The Origins of Why the Spider Has Long Legs

Nobody knows who first told the story of Why the Spider
Has Long Legs, but it was first told in Ghana in West Africa.
This story has been passed on by African storytellers over

hundreds of years, with different storytellers making their Titles in the series:
own changes to it over time. There are many stories about The Empty Pot: A Chinese Folk Tale 978-1-4109-6697-1
A i th id P I dt I e lkathich Finn MacCool and the Giant's Couseway: An Irish Folk Tale  978-1-#109-6699-5
nansi the spider. People used to tell stories like this for The Foolish, Timid Rebbit: An Indian Folk Tele 976-1-4109-6700-8
entertainment before we had TV, radio, or computers. The Tree of Life: An Amazonien Folk Tale 978-1-4109-6698-8
Eventually, people traveled to other countries, and the The Unhappy Stonecutter: A Jopanese Folk Tele 978-1-4105-6696-4
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story spread around the world.
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