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he moon was up

when Sam came out.

“Now is the time for fun,” he said.
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Who wants to play?”
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Then Sam went down to the lake.
But no one was there.
All he could see was the moon
and the shine of the moon
on the water.
“It takes two to have fun.
wHo, said Sam, “wno!

Who wants to play?”

But no one said a thing.




Then Sam saw a light!

He saw the light hop.

He saw the light jump.

It went here, it went there.

It went on, it went off.

But no one said a thing.




Then the light hit Sam

on the top of his head!

The light said, “Boo!”

“Who made that Boo?” asked Sam.

“Who are you?”




g P e The firefly made lines
My name is Gus. with his light.
And I have a trick I can do et

with my light. Look, look!

I can put it on

and KEEP it on,
like this.”

Then Sam saw something new!
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“Say!” said Sam.

“WHAT a trick! This is NEw!

Oh, the things we can do
with a trick like THAT!

Let me show you.

Now put on your light
and KEEP it on.

Then you do what I do,”
he said to Gus.




Then Sam went up,
and Gus went after him.

When Sam went down,

down went the firefly too.

Where Sam went,

Gus went.




Then Sam stopped,
and Gus stopped too.

“Now just look there,” said Sam.
“See what we did!”

“Why! We made worbs,
BIG words!” said Gus the Firefly.
“Say, I Like this game!
I want to do it again.
This word trick is fun.

Come on. Make »ore words.”
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So away the two went,
Gus after Sam.
They made lots of new words.
They made FisH.
They made wisH.
They made HOUSE
and A MOUSE.
Then
FOX
DOG
CAT
YES
NO
KANGAROO

and THERMOMETER!

Sam and Gus made a lot

more words.
THEN . . .




Sam looked about.

He was all alonel!

wHERE was Gus?

Then Sam looked down.

He saw some cars. p
And there was the firefly

down by the cars!
“Come back here!” called Sam.
“What are you up to?”




What was Gus up to?
Gus made some words.
Gus made co rasT and sLow.
He made Go RIGHT
and GO LEFT.
And pip those cars col
They went BAsH!
They went smasH!
Gus did words
that made the cars crash.
Oh, what a mess those cars were in!
“Dear me!” said Sam.
“This will not do!
He should not do THis!
Gus did a bad trick

with those words.”
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“Now see here, Gus . . .

But Gus would ~ot see.
He would not hear.
“Yyow wow!

I like to make words,

Lots of words,” he said.
“I Like this game!

Let me be, you old coosg, you!”

And away he went.

27




“Stop, Gus! Stop!

Come back!” called Sam.
“That was a BAD trick.
Come back here now.

Bad tricks are not fun!”
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“Oh, -go on home!” said the firefly.

“You old coose! You old HEN!
What do you know about fun?

Goop-BY!” And away Gus went.




Now Gus did more tricks.
He did word tricks

on some airplanes.
He made them go up.

He made them go down.

He made them go this way.

He made them go that way.
Now what a mess

the airplanes were in!
“No, Gus! No!” said Sam.
But Gus did not want to stop.
Not yet. This was fun!
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Then Sam saw Gus

do another bad trick.

It made the firefly laugh
and laugh.

It was funny
to see them go in free

to the movie show!

“Stop your tricks,” called Sam.

“No more words!
Stop, Gus! Stop!

Now stop!”
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But Gus the Firefly did ~ot stop.

“I have one more trick,” he said.
“A LITTLE trick.
Look, Sam! Look!

A ONE worbp trick!”
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Then Gus did his little trick,
his ONE WORD trick.

He did a BaD trick

He did it to the Hot Dog Man.

He made the word coLp

near the top of the stand.

The men looked up.
They saw what Gus did.
“We want our Hot Dogs HOT,

not coLp!

Good-by,” they said.
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Gus did not see the Hot Dog Man,
the man with the net and the jar.
“Look out!” called Sam.

“Look out, Gus!

The Hot Dog Man is map!”

“I will take him away from here.

‘T will e that firefly,” He will not play another

said the Hot Dog Man. trick on ME!”
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GUS THE FIREFLY WAS IN A JAR!
“Let me out!”

Gus hit at the walls of the jar!
He hopped about!

He jumped up and down!

But it did no good.

There was no way to get out.
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Then Gus in the jar

was in a car!

The car went away fast.

Where would it take him?

Would he do more tricks?

Would he make more words?

Would he have fun again with his light?
Would Gus get out of the jar?




Gus did not know it,
but Sam was there too.
He was near by
in back of the car.
“Oh, what can I do?” said Sam.

“I have to get Gus out of that jar.

But how? How can I get him out?”

Sam was sad.




And Gus was sad too.
“I should have stopped
when Sam said No.
I was bad.
I just had to have fun,” said Gus.
“I wish Sam were here
to get me out.”
The car went on.

Then it stopped with a Bump!
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It stopped on some tracks.

The car would not go!

The Hot Dog Man got out.
Then he looked down the tracks.
What did he see?

He saw a TRAIN!

Sam saw it too!
What would he do?
There was just ONE way

to stop that train!




Sam went to the car.

He took the jar,

the jar with Gus!




He let the jar fall.
crasa! And Gus was out!

“You can save the car, Gus!

You can stop the train!
You know what to do!

po 1T!” said Sam.
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“Look!
It says sTop!
Look down there!

A car on the track!

STOP THE TRAIN!"

And the firefly did it!
He made the word stop.
He did it fast and he did it sic.
He did it a lot.
He made lots of big stops.

“yow wow, Gus!” called Sam.

“At vrast you did a coop trick!”
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The train pip stop!
And just in time.
“What a trick!” they all said.

“A good, coop trick!

HOORAY for the firefly!
He stopped the train!”
But Sam and Gus did not hear.
They had gone away.




Sam looked at Gus

as the sun came up.

“Now the morning light is here,

and no one can see your tricks!

It is time we went home to bed,”
said Sam.

So Sam went back
to his home in the tree,

and Gus went back to the lake.
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But night after night,

when the moon comes up,
Gus the Firefly

comes back to play.
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