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She makes things.

This is a regu|ar gir| and her best friend in the whole wide world.
They do all kinds OFthings together. They race. They eat. They exp|0re. They relax.

One day, the gir| has a wonderful idea. She is going to make the most MAGNIFICENT thing!



First, she |1ires an assistant.

All she has to do is make it, and she makes things all the time. Easy—peasyl



Next, they gather their supplies.
ﬂ\ey set up somewhere out of the way and get to work.
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When she s Finished, she steps |oacl< to admire her wor|<.
She wa“<s arouncJ one side. Her assistant examines the other side

|t doesn’t look right. Her assistant picLs it up and givesita shake. It doesn’t feel right, either.

The gir| tinkers and hammers and measures ...
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... while her assistant pounces

and grow]s and chews.

They are shocked to discover that the thing isn't magniricent.

Or good. ltisn’t even Lind-of—sor’c-orokay. It is all WRONG.

The gir| tosses it aside and gives it another go.



She smoothes anc! wrenches and Fid&[es.

When she is Finished, slle stands up and tal(es a long |oo|< at it.

Her assistant gives ita nu&ge with hfs paw.
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The thing is still wrong. She decides to try again.



She twists and twea|<s and Fastens.

The gir| saws an& g|ues ancl adjusts.

She stands and examines and stares. She Fixes ancJ straightens and studies.




She tries all different ways to make it better.
She makes it square. She makes it round. She gives it |egs. She adds antennae.

She makes it Fuzzy. She makes it Iong, short, rough, smooth, big, small —
one even sme”s oF stinLy cheese! But none OFtl'lem are MAGN|F|CENT




Her hard wor|< attracts a Few admirers, but they don't unAerstand.

They can't see t|1e MAGNlHCENT thing that she has in her mind.

She gets M A D




The angrier she gets, the faster she works. She SMASHES pieces into shapes.
She JAMS parts together. She PUMMELS the little bits in.

Her hands Fee| too BIG to worl<, and her |.')rain is too Fu” oFa” the not-right things. l¥on|y the tl\ing WOULD \J UST WO R Kl I l



The PAIN starts in her \finger. It rushes up to her BRAIN ...




Her assistant suggests a wa”<.

“I'm no good at this.

|QUIT




lt's not much help, at first.

But l)e\fore |ong, she
starts to Feel chFFerent.

Bit by bit, the mad gets pushed out of her head.




As they stroll a|ong, she comes across There are some parts of the WRONG things that are

the First wrong tlning she made. ﬂ\e |9ad rea”y quite RIGHT . ﬂ]e |90|ts on one, the shape or

Feelings are about to start all over again. another, the wheel-to-seat ratio of the next.
/ % Then she notices something surprising. There are all sorts of parts that she likes!
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By the time she reaches the encl OFthe trai|, she Fina”y Lnows how to mal(e
the thing MAGN]HCENT She gets to worL. She worl(s care{‘u”y ancl s|owly,
tinkering, hammering, twisting, Fiddling, g|uing, painting ...

Her assistant ma|<es sure there are no (Jistractions.

/ Thiswill

stop that leak

& e “ a“ wet.
This is the — b :

perFect thing to A & _
ward OFIC bears[ | . | Q ‘&.

\\ L ﬂ]e alfternoon Facles into evening. Fina”y, she Finishes.

\~/ She alerts her assistant.




The pair take good, |ong look.
It leans a little to the ]eFt, and it's a bit heavier
t}\an expected. The color couH use a |9it oF worl<, too.
But it’s just what she wanted!

T|'\ey c]imb alaoard anc‘ take it For a spin.
-Hmey are not disappointecl.

It really is THE MOST MAGNIFICENT THING.

ASHLEY SPIRES is the award-winning author and illustrator of
a number of books for children, including SMALL SAUL, LARF and

the adventures of Binl(y the Space Cat, an early graphic novel series.
Ashley has always loved to make things, and she knows the it-turned-
out-wrong frustration welll All of her books have at one point or
another made her cry, scream and tear her hair out as she tried to get
them JUST RIGHT. AsHey lives in Ladner, British Columbia, where
she and her clog, Gordon, are alr)le to wa”< one orthe many |ove|y trai|s

near their house when a project doesn’t g0 as p]anned.
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