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This looks like an
ordinary box full of

ordinary yarn.

But it turns out it isn’t.
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On a cold afternoon, in a cold little town,
where everywhere vou looked was either the white of snow

or the black of soot from chimneys,

e found a box filled with yarn of every color.

Annabel




SU bIIt‘ went hume -"LI!Id

knir herself a sweater.

And when Annabelle
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s0me extra yarn. Ly
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So she knit a sweater for Mars, wo.
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And when Annabelle and Mars went
for a walk, Nate pointed and laughed

and said, “You two look ridiculous.”

“You're just jealous,”

Sﬁild A]II'I;]!‘E"E.

*Mo, I'm not,” said Nare.
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But it turned ourt he was.

rJ\L[‘Id even ﬂ*‘ﬂ‘r S]]{“d Inﬂdl' il sSWealer ﬁ}r .\-‘LI.H.'

and his dog, and for herself and for Mars,

she still had extra yarn.



At school, Annabelle’s classmares could

not stop lil.[ki'l'.l;;‘. q"li‘ll['.[ ]]L'!I' SWEATET,

“Quiet!” shoured Mr. Norman.

“Quier, everyone! Annabelle,
that sweater of yours is a terrible
distraction. I cannor teach with

:
everyone turning arcund to look

e
atb yoL.

“Then I'll knit one for everyone,”

“ -
Annabelle said, “so they won't
have to turn around.”

“Impossible!” said Mr. Norman.

*You can't.”




But it turned out she could. And she did. Even for Mr. Norman.

And when .'«'-EH' Wis done, .‘J'\H:IIJ[‘L'”L‘ .\LIH |'I.1-C|. extra varn.



And for Dr. Palmer.

And for Mr. Pendleton and Mrs. Pendleton.

So she knit sweaters for her mom and dad.
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Me. Crabrree, 1 ers or

even long panrs, and who » stand in 5 So she : Mr. Crabtree a hat.

s with the v up to hi : And even then Annabelle sull

arer for me, th; ' Crabtree, i had extra yarn.




Bur it turned our she didn'e.

She made swearers for all the dogs,

and all the cars,

and for other animals, too.

So Annabelle made sweaters for things

i that didn’t even wear swearters.
Soon, people thought, soon Annabelle will run out of varn.



Things began to change

in thar lictle town.
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MNews spread of this remarkable girl who never ran out of yarn.
And people came to visit from around the world, to see all the swearers

and to shake Annabelle’s hand.

One day an archduke, who was very fond of clothes,

sailed across the sea and demanded to see Annabelle.



“Little girl,” said the archduke, “I would like to buy that miraculous

box of yarn. And T am willing to offer you one million dollars.”
The archduke’s mustache twitched.

“Two million,” he said.

Annabelle shook her head.
“No, thank you,” said Annabelle, who wng -
; x Mo rhanks.

e was knitting a sweater for a pickup truck.
“Ten million!” shoured the

archduke. “Take it or leave it!”

“Leave it,” said Annabelle.

“T won't sell the yarn.”

And she didn’r.
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The archduke put on his favorite song
and sat in his best chair.

Then he took out the box,

and he lifted its lid, and he looked inside.



His mustache quivered.
It shivered.

It trembled. :

The archduke hurled the box our
the window and shouted,
“Lictle gi.rl. I curse you with

my family’s curse!

You will never be happy again!”
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it turned out she was.






MAC HAHNETT isthe author afseveral
picture books, including BILLY TWITTERS
AND HIS BLUE WHALE PROBLEM, GUESS
acair!, and oH MOl (OR HOW MY SCIENCE
PROJECT DESTROYED THE WoRLD). He also
writes the Brixton Brothers series of
mysteries. Mac is the founder of the Echo
Park Time Travel Mart, a convenience
store for time travelers, and serves on the
board of 826LA, a nonprofit writing and
tutoring center. You can visit him online
at www.macbarner.com.

JON KLASSEN grew up in Miagara

Falls, Canada, and now lives in Las Angeles,
California. He is the author and illustrator
of the picture book | WANT MY HAT BACK
as well as the illustrator of cats’ MIGHT
ouUT by Caroline Stutson and the middle-
grade senies The Incorrigible Children
of Ashion Place by Maryrose Wood. He
also created concepr arv for Coraline, the
stop-motion animated film based on the
book by Neil Gaiman. You ean visit him
oaline at www.burstofbeaden.com.

For exclusive information
on your favorite authors and arvists,

visit www.asthortracker.com.




only one thing to ‘perfect.’”

Times bestselling author




